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When the Vision Feels Far Away

How to Hold On to What God Has Promised When the Gap Between Here and There
Feels Impossibly Wide

“For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove
false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.”

Habakkuk 2:3 (NIV)

The distance between the vision God gave you and the reality you currently see is not
evidence that He has forgotten; it is the sacred space where He is forming the leader the
vision will require. Do not despise the gap. Inhabit it with faith.

Inspiring Biblical Leadership

INTRODUCTION

Everyleader who has ever carried a genuine, God-given vision will eventually arrive at a moment
that tests whether they truly believe it. It is the moment when the gap between what God showed
you and what you currently see feels not merely wide, but impossibly so. When the promise feels
distant. When the progress feels invisible. When the people who once shared your excitement
have grown quiet, the resources have not materialized, and the opposition has proven more
persistent than you anticipated. In that moment, the most important question a leader must
answer is not a strategic one. It is a theological one: Do I still trust the God who gave me this

vision?

Vision delayed is one of the most common and most disorienting experiences in the life of a
purpose-driven leader. It is the space where discouragement whispers that the vision was never
from God, where exhaustion argues that perhaps the cost is too high, and where comparison with
other leaders who appear to be moving faster and achieving more amplifies the ache of unfulfilled
promise. And yet Scripture is filled, absolutely filled, with leaders who inhabited that very space
and emerged from it not diminished but deepened, not defeated but distinguished by the quality
of faith that only the gap between promise and fulfillment can produce.
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At Inspiring Biblical Leadership, we believe that the season when the vision feels far away is not
a crisis to be escaped; it is a classroom to be inhabited. The faith being forged in you during that
season is not a byproduct of the journey toward the vision; it is one of the primary purposes of it.
God is not merelyinterestedin the destination you reach. He is profoundly interested in the leader
you become on the way there. This week, we explore how to hold on to what God has promised

when holding on is the hardest thing you have ever done.

SCRIPTURE FOUNDATION

Scripture speakswith extraordinarytendernessand power to the leader who is waiting for a vision
that has not yet been fulfilled. These passages form the biblical foundation for this week’s
devotional:

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.”
Hebrews 11:1 (NIV)

The writer of Hebrews defines faith in the most precise and practical terms available: confidence
in what we hope for, assurance about what we do not see. This is the exact posture required of
every leader whose vision has not yet become visible reality. Faith is not pretending that the gap
does not exist. It is not manufacturing optimism in the absence of evidence. It is the Spirit-given,
Scripturally-grounded conviction that what God has promised is more real than what our eyes
currently confirm, that the unseen is more certain than the seen, because the One who promised

it is faithful beyond all measure.

“Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations,
just as it had been said to him... Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his
body was as good as dead, since he was about a hundred years old, and that Sarah’s
womb was also dead. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of
God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that
God had the power to do what he had promised.”

Romans 4:18-21 (NIV)

Abraham’s faith in the face of apparently dead circumstances is one of Scripture’s most powerful
models for every leader whose vision appears to be in the grave. Paul’s description of Abraham’s
response is striking in its honesty: Abraham faced the fact of his own dead body and Sarah’s
barrenness without minimizing them, and then chose to believe God anyway. This is not denial.

This is not spiritual bypassing. This is the most sophisticated and courageous form of faith
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available to a leader: honest about the facts, but more persuaded by the faithfulness of God than
by the evidence of impossibility.

“Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: Because of the Lord’s great love we are
not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your
faithfulness.”

Lamentations 3:21-23 (NIV)

Jeremiah wrote these magnificent words not from a place of triumph but from the smoldering
ruins of Jerusalem. The vision of a restored, faithful people of God felt not merely distant but
obliterated. Yet in the very depths of that devastation, Jeremiah made one of the most intentional
and courageous acts available to any leader in a season of despair: he called something to mind.
He chose, deliberatelyand at great emotional cost, to remember the faithfulness of God. The great
leadership lesson here is that hope in the dark seasons is not a feeling that arrives uninvited; it is

a decision made in the will before it is felt in the heart.

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if
we do not give up.”
Galatians 6:9 (NIV)

Paul’s instruction in Galatians 6:9 contains one of the mostimportant conditional promises in the
New Testament for vision-bearing leaders: the harvest will come at the proper time, if we do not
give up. Both conditions matter equally. The proper time is God’s sovereign appointment, not our
preferred schedule. And the giving up is the one act entirely within our control that has the power
to forfeit the harvest. The most dangerous moment in a leader’s vision journey is not the moment
of greatest opposition but the moment just before the breakthrough, when fatigue and

discouragement conspire to make quitting feel like wisdom.

Faith is not the belief that God will do what you want. It is the belief that God will do what
is right, and the willingness to trust Him completely in the gap between His promise and
His timing.

Inspiring Biblical Leadership

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Not just the triumphant moments,
but the waiting, the trusting, and the holding on when every human instinct says let go.
Philippians 4:13, paraphrased
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DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

Joseph had seventeen years between the dream and the throne. Abraham had twenty-five years
between the promise and the child. Moses had forty years between the burning bush and the
Promised Land. David had the anointing of a king while still sleeping with the sheep. In every
case, God gave the vision before He gave the vehicle, and the gap between the two was not an
administrative delay; it was a divine curriculum. What was being taught in those years of waiting
was precisely what the vision required of its carrier: the depth of character, the quality of trust,

and the refinement of motive that ordinary seasons of productivity can never produce.

Perhaps no biblical figure inhabited the gap between vision and fulfillment more vividly than
Joseph. At seventeen, he dreamed of leadership and influence. At eighteen, he was in a pit. At
twenty, he was a slave in a foreign country. At twenty-two, he was in prison for a crime he did not
commit. By every human measure, the vision was not merely delayed; it was dead. But the text
consistently tells us in those dark years: “The Lord was with Joseph” (Genesis 39:2, 21, 23). The
vision was not dead. It was underground, like a seed in winter. And when the appointed time

arrived, it burst forth with a fruitfulness that no shortcut could have produced.

The prophet Habakkuk providesone of the most honest and instructive pictures of a vision -bearer
in the gap. He cried out to God: “How long, Lord, mustI call for help, but you do not listen?”
(Habakkuk 1:2). God’s response was not an explanation but an invitation: write the vision, wait
for it, it will certainly come. The Hebrew word translated “wait” in Habakkuk 2:3 is not a passive
word; it means to eagerly anticipate, to be on alert, to remain stationed at your post. Waiting on
God is not the suspension of leadership. It is one of the most active and faith-demanding postures
a leader can adopt. You remain at your post. You keep doing faithful work. You keep preparing for
what has not yet arrived. And you trust the God whose timing is always perfect even whenit is

never convenient.

At Inspiring Biblical Leadership, we want every leader in a season of vision-delay to hear this with
absolute clarity: the distance between where you are and where God is taking you is not evidence
of His absence. It is the very space where He is most actively at work: in you, through you, and on
your behalf. Every day of faithful stewardship in the gap is a day of investment in the vision’s
eventual fullness. Do not let the size of the gap shrink the size of your faith. Let the size of your
God dwarf the size of the gap.
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REFLECTIVE QUESTIONS
These questions are designed to help you examine your current relationship with the gap between
your God-given vision and your present reality. Bring each one before God with honesty, faith,

and openness.

What is the God-given vision in your life or leadership that currently feels most distant
or delayed? How long have you been in that gap, and how has the experience of waiting
changed you, both the ways you wish it had not, and the ways you are grateful it has?

Abraham was “fully persuaded that God had the power to do what He had promised”
even when the evidence pointed entirely in the opposite direction. On a scale of one to
ten, how fully persuaded are you right now that God’s promise to you will be fulfilled?
What is the primary thing eroding your persuasion, and what would it take to
strengthen it?

Jeremiah chose deliberately to call God’s faithfulness to mind in the midst of
devastating circumstances. What specific testimonies of God’s past faithfulness in your
own leadership journey, moments when He came through in ways you could not have
orchestrated yourself, do you need to intentionally recall and rehearse this week to
strengthen vour faith for the current gap?

Paul warned that the most dangerous temptation in the gap is to grow weary and give
up just before the harvest arrives. Where in your current leadership vision journey are
you most at risk of giving up? What specific step of continued faithfulness is God calling
vou to take this week, in spite of how far away the fulfillment still feels?

Joseph’s pit, Potiphar’s house, and prison were not detours from his vision; they were
the preparation ground for it. Looking at the most painful or frustrating seasons of
delay in your leadership journey, what character qualities, spiritual depth, or leadership
capacities were formed in you during those seasons that simply could not have been
developed any other way?
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PRACTICAL APPLICATION

Holding on to vision in the gap requires intentional, faith-filled practices. Here are five concrete

steps to sustain and strengthen your vision-faith this week:

Build an Ebenezer Journal

In 1 Samuel 7:12, Samuel set up a stone called Ebenezer, meaning ‘Thus far the Lord has helped
us’, as a tangible memorial of God’s faithfulness. This week, create yourown Ebenezerjournal: a
written record of every specific moment, provision, open door, answered prayer, and divine
intervention you can recall from your leadership journey. Read it every morning this week before
you engage the day. When the vision feels far away, the antidote is almost always the intentional
rehearsal of what God has already done. Remembered faithfulness fuels present faith.

Identify the Faithful Work of the Gap

Joseph remained excellent in the pit, in Potiphar’s house, and in prison, not because the
circumstances warranted excellence but because his character demanded it. This week, identify
the specific faithful work that God is calling you to do in the gap, the thing you might be tempted
to do with less care or less excellence because the vision seems too far away to justify full
investment. Then do it with all your heart, as working for the Lord (Colossians 3:23). The leader
who cannot be faithful in the gap cannot be trusted with the vision.

Write a Faith Declaration Over Your Vision

Following Abraham’s model of giving glory to God even before the promise was fulfilled
(Romans 4:20), write a personal faith declaration over your specific, delayed vision this week.
Begin with: ‘Lord, I believe that You have promised...” and articulate clearly what He has placed
in your heart. Then write: ‘And I declare by faith that...”and describe the fulfillment as though it
is already certain, because in God’s economy, His promises are. Read this declaration aloud
daily. Declarations rooted in God’s promises are not wishful thinking; they are acts of biblical
faith that align your spirit with what God has already determined.

Find a ‘Habakkuk Post’ for This Season

Habakkuk declared: ‘I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts’ (Habakkuk
2:1); he chose a specific posture of alert, expectant waiting. This week, identify a specific
practice, place, or discipline that will serve as your ‘Habakkuk post’ for this season of waiting, a
regular time and place where you deliberately position yourself to watch for God’s movement,
pray over the vision, and remain alert to His next instruction. Alert waiting is one of the most
powerful and most neglected disciplines availableto a vision-bearingleader in a season of delay.

Share the Vision Again With Someone Who Needs to Hear It

One of the most powerful antidotes to vision-discouragement is vision-declaration. This week,
find one person, a team member, a mentor, or a fellow leader, and share your God-given vision
with them again, with the same clarity and conviction you had the day you first received it. The
act of speaking the vision aloud in faith, even when the fulfillment feels distant, is itself a form of
spiritual warfare against the discouragement that silence amplifies. Visit
InspiringBiblicalLeadership.org for additional resources on perseverance, faith -filled leadership,
and sustaining God-given vision through every season of delay.
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CLOSING PRAYER

Heavenly Father,

I will be honest with You today: the vision feels far away. The gap between what You
showed me and what I currently see is wide, and there are moments when discouragement
whispers that perhaps I misheard You, or that the cost is greater than the reward, or that
others are moving toward their visions faster and more successfully than I am. I lay all of

that before You now, without pretense, because You already see it all.

But I choose today, as Jeremiah chose in the ruins of Jerusalem, to call Your faithfulness to
mind. You have not failed me yet. You have not abandoned a single promise You have
made. Your compassions are new this morning, and Your faithfulness is great. The vision

awaits an appointed time. It will certainly come and will not delay.

Give me the faith of Abraham to face the facts without wavering in the promise. Give me
the patience of Joseph to remain excellent in the pit. Give me the alertness of Habakkuk to
stay stationed at my post, watching for Your movement. And let me not give up, especially
not in the moment just before the harvest. The vision will come. I trust You. In Jesus’

name, Amen.

MEMORY VERSE FOR THE WEEK

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if
we do not give up.”
Galatians 6:9 (NIV)
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MY NOTES & PERSONAL REFLECTIONS
Use this space to write down what God is speaking to your heart this week. Record the specific
vision you are trusting Him for, the testimonies of His past faithfulness that are strengthening

your faith, or any steps of continued obedience He is placing on your heart in this season of the

gap.

About Inspiring Biblical Leadership
Inspiring Biblical Leadership (IBL) is a Christ-centered platform dedicated to Christian growth, discipleship,

and the development of biblical leadership. We serve Christians, corporations, and small businesses through

Scripture-based resources, reflections, and practical lead ership guid ance, e quipping people to grow spiritually,

recognize their God-given potential, and lead with humility, integrity, and compassion.

www.lInspiringBiblicalLeadership.org




